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E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PFOR, PGOV, GW, GE, UR, WB 

SUBJECT: ABRASIMOV COMMENTS ON BERLIN SITUATION, FLAG 
PATROLS, AND POTSDAM MISSIONS 

REF: USBER423 

1 . IN MARCH 1 BONN GROUP MEETING, FRG REP (HENZE) 

REPORTED ON AN INTERESTING CONVERSATION BETWEEN SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR ABRASIMOV AND THE AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR TO 
THE GDR WHICH HENZE SAID HAD TAKEN PLACE RECENTLY AT 

A RECEPTION IN EAST BERLIN. HENZE SAID THAT HE HAD 
RECEIVED THE REPORT FROM THE FRG PERMANENT REPRESENTA- 
TION IN EAST BERLIN. 

2. ACCORDING TO HENZE, THE CONVERSATION TOUCHED ON 
SEVERAL TOPICS INCLUDING THE QUADRIPARTITE STATUS OF 
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BERLIN, ALLIED FLAG PATROLS IN EAST 

BERLIN, AND THE ALLIED MILITARY LIAISON MISSIONS AT 

POTSDAM: 

- QUADRIPARTITE STATUS. 

ABRASIMOV CONTESTED ENERGETICALLY THE ASSER- 
TION THAT IT APPLIED TO EAST BERLIN. SINCE 
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1948, THE SOVIET UNION HAD "STEP-BY- 
STEP" CONFERRED ADMINISTRATION OF EAST 
BERLIN ON THE GDR TO THE POINT THAT EAST 
BERLIN WAS NOW AN "INTEGRAL PART" OF THE 
GDR. BUT, ABRASIMOV ADDED, IT WAS WRONG TO 
SAY, AS DIE WAHRHEIT HAD RECENTLY REPORTED 
(REFTEL), THAT IT WAS DONE IN ONE SINGLE STEP 
IN 1948. HE HAS ASKED HIS COUNSELOR TO 
CORRECT DIE WAHRHEIT ON THAT POINT. 

- ALLIED FLAG PATROLS. 

THE AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR POINTED TO THE FLAG 
PATROLS AS AN EXAMPLE OF FOUR POWER STATUS 
APPLYING TO EAST BERLIN. ABRASIMOV REPLIED 
THAT IN THE CONTEXT OF THE SOVIET/GDR TREATY 
ENDING THE PAYMENT OF REPARATIONS, THE MOVE- 
MENT OF SOVIET PERSONNEL THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE 
OF BERLIN HAD BEEN SETTLED ON A BILATERAL 
BASIS. IT HAD ALSO BEEN STIPULATED IN THE 
TREATY THAT THE UNIMPEDED ACCESS OF WESTERN 
PATROLS TO EAST BERLIN WOULD BE CONTINUED. 

COMMENT: HENZE SAID SUCH A STIPULATION WAS 
NEWS TO THE FOREIGN OFFICE, AS IT IS TO US. 

ABRASIMOV MAY HAVE BEEN REFERRING TO THE 
SEPTEMBER 1955 SOVIET-GDR TREATY, WHICH IN 
EFFECT CONFERRED SOVEREIGNTY ON THE GDR, AND 
THE ACCOMPANYING BOLZ-ZORIN EXCHANGE OF 
LETTERS. THE LATTER, WHICH GAVE THE GDR 
CONTROL OVER THE LINES OF COMMUNICATION 
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BETWEEN BERLIN AND THE FRG AND "IN BERLIN," 
STIPULATED THAT THE SOVIETS WOULD CONTINUE TO 
CONTROL THE MOVEMENT BETWEEN WEST BERLIN AND 
THE FRG OF THE MILITARY PERSONNEL AND FREIGHT 
OF THE ALLIED GARRISONS IN WEST 
BERLIN. IT DID NOT EXPRESSLY MENTION THE MOVE- 
MENT OF ALLIED PERSONNEL WITHIN GREATER 
BERLIN, BUT IT MAY WELL BE THAT THE SOVIETS 
HAVE INTERPRETED IT TO MEAN THAT SUCH MOVE- 
MENT IS STILL A FOUR-POWER MATTER. 

THE TREATY ITSELF WAS CONCLUDED WITH REGARD 
FOR THE OBLIGATIONS OF THE TWO PARTIES "UNDER 
EXISTING INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS RELATING TO 
GERMANY AS A WHOLE." END COMMENT. 
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- ALLIED MILITARY MISSIONS. 

THE AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR SAID THE EXISTENCE 
OF THE MISSIONS AT POTSDAM DEMONSTRATED THE 
CONTINUATION OF FOUR-POWER RIGHTS AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES WITH REGARD TO GERMANY AS A 
WHOLE. ACCORDING TO HENZE'S REPORT, ABRASIMOV 
SAID THAT THE MISSIONS DID NOT EXIST ANY MORE 
AND IN THE ENSUING DIFFERENCE OF OPINION 
ABRASIMOV BET THE AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR 
SEVERAL BOTTLES OF ARMENIAN COGNAC 
ON THE POINT. AFTER THE RECEPTION. A SOVIET 
EMBASSY OFFICIAL TELEPHONED THE AUSTRALIAN 
AMBASSADOR AND SAID THAT FURTHER INQUIRY HAD 
SHOWN THAT THERE WERE INDEED CERTAIN "ALLIED 
REGISTRATION OFFICERS" (MELDEBEHOERDEN) AT 
POTSDAM. NO MENTION WAS MADE OF THE COGNAC. 
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COMMENT: WE FIND THE WHOLE DIALOGUE ON THE 
POTSDAM MISSIONS A LITTLE HARD TO BELIEVE 
BUT REPORT IT FOR WHAT ITS WORTH. END COMMENT. 

CASH 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, BERLIN QUADRIPARTITE MATTERS, STATUS OF BERLIN 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 04-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BONN03958 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770075-0622 
Format: TEL 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770394/aaaadetg.tel 

Line Count: 174 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: d1ef37be-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 USBERLIN 423 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07-Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3212169 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ABRASIMOV COMMENTS ON BERLIN SITUATION, FLAG PATROLS, AND POTSDAM MISSIONS 
TAGS: PFOR, PGOV, GE, GC, UR, WB 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/d1 ef37be-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



